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ICKHAM & WELL PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Annual Parish Meeting 18th May 2015 at 7.30pm 

 

 

 

Minutes of meeting 

 
 

Present: Councillors J deGraft-Johnson, S Hipkin, P Hodges, K Richards, L Shouls, K Tatman, G 

Wyant, Mrs P Heath (clerk). 

 

Apologies: former Chairman Dwyer 

 

2015/19 Minutes of previous year’s APM held on 19th May 2014 

The minutes were accepted as a true record and signed by Cllr deGraft-Johnson and there were no 

matters arising. 

 

 

2015/20: Presentation by Kent County Councillor Michael Northey 

Cllr Northey spoke of the work done by local Councils and the flooding last year (Appendix 1) 

 

 

2015/21: Presentation by former City Councillor Brian Staley 

Brian Staley spoke of the eight years during which he had served as a liberal-democrat Councillor at 

Canterbury and of some of the issues he had dealt with and the changes effected, including the 

creation of Agewise which co-ordinated different groups for more effective working; improvements 

in rural public transport; the setting up of the A257 Group to allow villages along the route to work 

together to effect, for example, speed reduction; championing small businesses; opposing the 

closure of public toilets and Westgate Mall; the retention of Ellen Court for elderly residents; the 

committee system now in place which helped remove party politic from local matters. 

 

He also spoke as Chairman of the Ghurkha Peace Foundation of which he is Chairman which raised 

£20k for victims of the recent earthquake in Nepal, all of which would go directly to those affected. 

He talked about his recent visit to Nepal and about the new scheme of twinning local schools, 

starting with Cheriton Primary School, with those in Nepal and praised the Ghurkhas for all they 

did to maintain world peace over the last two hundred years. 

 

 

2015/22: Parish Council Chairman’s report 

In the absence of former Chairman Dwyer, the report was delivered by former Vice-Chairman 

Collins (Appendix 2). He wished to record his thanks to Cllr Dwyer and his appreciation of the 

tremendous job he had done in calming frictions in the village and making it a happy place. 

2015/23 Review of accounts 2014-15  

The closing balance, allowing for accruals, was £4,555.64, approximately £300 more than in the 

budget. (Appendix 3). 
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2015/24 Reports from local organisations 

 

 Wickhambreaux School 

Mrs Dwyer spoke about the Outstanding rating for all areas awarded by Ofsted 

following the recent inspection which repeated the success in 2008. (Appendix 4). 

She mentioned the specialist teaching, collaboration with the Simon Langton School 

for Girls and how resources were shared between primary and secondary schools. 

The Early Years Foundation stage was particularly important. Mrs Dwyer reported 

that the school were planning to expand the building and that admissions might 

therefore rise. 

 

 Bramling Charity Fund 

Cllr Tatman spoke of the Fund which was set up 12 years ago and how they had 

donated over £43k to the Pilgrim’s Hospice in total over that period, including £6k 

the previous year. He was pleased to report that the in patient facilities would be 

retained in Canterbury, Ashford and Thanet. 

 

 Scottish Country Dancing 

Mrs Elli Baly delivered the report of behalf of her husband , mentioning amongst 

other things, the successful Burn’s Night celebration where 65 attended and £250 

was raised for Pilgrim’s Hospice. (Appendix 5). 

 

 In Vino Veritas 

This talk was also delivered by Mrs Baly, (Appendix 5), and recorded details of wine 

evenings over the previous year and a planned visit to Alsace Wine Festival in 

August 2015. 

 

 Conservation Society 

The Conservation Society had now closed and, due to time pressures, the planned 

presentation about the work of the CPRE by Alan Holmes was deferred until a later 

date. 

 

 Ickham Village Hall 

Cllr deGraft-Johnson talked about how funds were raised to improve / repair the hall, 

including £2,300 from the Auction of Promises. Regular bookings, such as Keep Fit 

and the Wickhambreaux School Quiz Night, as well as single bookings had raised 

£6,200 last year. The Hall had also received a grant from 4VPO of £750 to replace 

the stage curtain rail prior to fitting new, fireproof curtains. During the year a 

disabled toilet with baby changing facilities had been installed to make the hall more 

useable for all residents. He reported that the Seniors’ Lunches, previously run by 

Pat Jones and Lee Barker, were now organised by Mandy Knight and were being 

transferred to Wickhambreaux. He stated that there were now 8 members on the 

committee and that new members with new ideas were always welcome. 

 

 Ickham Church Report 

Cllr Wyant delivered the report (Appendix 6) and spoke of the Auction of Promises 

which had raised £12k, of which 40% had gone into the Welcome Project and its 

importance in creating a fund-raised balance thereby making the project eligible to 

apply for grants. She thanked the village for its support including the £750 raised 

from plant sales and £1,200 pledged by Friends of Ickham for the water supply for 

the new facilities. 

 

 Friends of Ickham 
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Mrs deGraft-Johnson spoke of the way that the Charity raised its funds, for example 

the New Year’s Eve supper which was quickly sold out and raised £900, and the 

small charge for emails circulated around the village by Jacque Grimsley. The FOI 

had been awarded £200 from the 4VPO to clear the pond but, as reported earlier, that 

work had been done by Highways and the money was being allocated to renovate the 

village signpost. £408.62 was raised for the WW1 Commemoration from the sale of 

poppies. The bank balance was currently £3,840.76, much of which would be spent 

in paying for the water supply for the Ickham Church Welcome project. Mrs 

deGraft-Johnson finished by asking for help in arranging the summer BBQ as well as 

asking people to tell the FOI of any projects in the village that needed financial 

support. 

 

 

Councillor deGraft-Johnson thanked all speakers. 

 

 

2015/25 Councillor Indemnity 

Cllr deGraft-Johnson confirmed that Councillors were fully indemnified provided they had acted in 

good faith. He also mentioned that all Councillors will now be signatories on the bank accounts, 

once paperwork completed. 

 

 

2015/26 Minutes of last meeting 

The minutes of the previous APM held on 19th May 2014 were accepted as true records, proposed 

by Geoff Preston and seconded by Liz Preston. 

 

 

2015/27 Cedar wood 

Mr Preston raised the problem of the cedar wood which he had stored in this shed. No interest had 

been shown in making a commemorative sculpture etc and many disliked the colour of the wood so 

it was unanimously agreed that the wood should be scrapped and Mr Preston reimbursed for any 

costs involved. Mrs deGraft-Johnson mentioned that she had 12 cedar saplings which might be 

planted in a few years time. 

 

 

2015/28  AOB 

 

28/01: Mr Preston, as a former Chairman of the Council, expressed his disappointment at 

the poor attendance at the annual meeting and recommended that letters be sent to 

everyone as had been done in the past. He also urged Councillors to be strong and 

stick to decisions made at meetings even if some people objected. 

 

28/02: The meeting was delighted to welcome Stuart Walker, the newly elected Councillor 

for Canterbury City Council, who had been unable to come earlier due to prior 

commitments. Cllr Walker introduced himself and spoke of his love of Kent, where 

he had lived all his life, and how he wished for it to remain unchanged.  

 

28/03: Cllr deGraft-Johnson stated that the Parish website was out of date and needed 

updating and said that he would undertake this. 

 

 

All other matters were deferred and the meeting closed at 9.05pm 
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